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A Letter from Our
Founder and
Executive Director
Dear Friends,

Looking back on 2025, what stands out most is the power of community, and what
we can accomplish when people come together around a shared purpose.
This year, Medical Mutts pulled 46 dogs from shelters and helped 47 dogs find
loving homes. We placed 15 fully trained service dogs and celebrated the
graduation of 16 owner-trained teams. Altogether, 31 people began a new chapter
with a trained service dog by their side.

Behind every number is a life changed: a person gaining greater safety and
independence, a family finding renewed hope, and a rescue dog receiving the
opportunity to fulfill an extraordinary purpose.

The year also brought significant challenges. Flooding left our quarantine area out
of commission for several months, limiting the number of dogs we could safely
bring in from shelters and, in turn, the number we could evaluate and prepare for
service-dog training. Rising costs created additional pressure, but our staff
remained committed, volunteers stepped forward, and donors and community
partners helped us continue our work.

Since founding Medical Mutts, I have believed that rescue dogs have tremendous
potential, and that, with thoughtful selection and science-based training, they
can become life-changing partners for people with disabilities. In 2025, we saw
that belief come to life again and again.

Thank you to the shelters that entrusted dogs to us and to every volunteer, foster,
donor, partner, and supporter who made this work possible. We are deeply
grateful that you continue to believe in these dogs, the people they serve, and the
mission of Medical Mutts.

With gratitude,

Jennifer Cattet, Ph.D.
Founder and Executive Director
Medical Mutts Service Dogs



2025 
AT A GLANCE

31 SERVICE DOG TEAMS
15 Fully Trained Service Dogs Placed 
16 Owner-Trained Teams Graduated 

46 DOGS PULLED FROM
SHELTERS

47
DOGS ADOPTED
INTO LOVING
HOMES

Every  number represents a dog given an
opportunity and a person moving toward greater
safety and independence



WHO 
WE ARE

Through careful selection, science-based training.
and ongoing support, we create partnerships that
help people live with greater safety and
independence, ; while giving deserving dogs a new
purpose.

OUR MISSION
Medical Mutts trains carefully selected rescue dogs to
become service dogs for people with disabilities.
Through ethical, science-based training, we prepare
dogs to provide greater safety, independence, and
confidence to the people they serve.

Our work creates a second chance on both ends of the
leash: a rescue dog receives a meaningful future, while
a person gains a highly trained partner.

ONE MISSION. 
TWO LIVES TRANSFORMED

SHELTER TRAINING PARTNERSHIPS





Indy’s journey began at Indianapolis
Animal Care and Control Services.
After being selected for our program,
she received months of professional
training before being matched with
Kyla. 

Kayla lives with POTS. Indy alerts her
to changes in her heart rate, giving
her precious time to sit or stabilize
before her symptoms escalate. Once,
Indy even got into her shower to warn
her, completely focused on keeping
Kayla safe.

Their sponsorship made it possible for a
rescue dog to become a skilled partner
and for Kayla to gain greater safety,
confidence, and independence.

FROM RESCUE TO LIFELINE



ANOTHER PATH TO PARTNERSHIP



A DIFFERENT KIND OF SUCCESS



REBUILDING TOGETHER



2025 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
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